PETE EUROPA

A SHORT BIOGRAPHY

Petri Hakkarainen aka Pete Europa was born into a Finnish artist family and from early age got acquainted with tradition of European arts; painting, sculpture, music and literature. His Father was a graphic, sculptor and a true Paris – type of bohemian and his father’s father owned a famous forging mill for works of art.

From 11 years onwards Petri became a gang member and from 14 years onwards he became what is know as “raggari” – a Swedish term for guys riding on customized American cars. At the age of 17 he started dancing jazz and ballet which was a pretty controversary act in those circles, but never the less he continued to professional level studies but then quit the idea of professional dancing completely. 

He graduated with very high grade points and started studying literature and history of art in Helsinki University – after a while he became bored with the so called “academic thinking” and understood that he would need something more artistic in his life. At that time the atmosphere of Helsinki had started to open up after long period of “Finladisierung” – being under the psychological and even political control of Russia and the Punk movement was the power that started creating new, independent ways on the street level.

After having been studying dance in New York and visiting a couple of times in London Pete was influenced by the post- punk, new romantic/ futurist club scene and became one of the leading figures of Helsinki night- and clublife from 1980 onwards.

Together with General Njassa and Ultra Pete they started a new era in Helsinki underground scene by creating what is called All- Night- Parties in an occupied house called Batcave, interestingly with the same name as the later London Batcave where Pete used to hang also. It all really got started in 1981 in Helsinki with the first Futuristic Parties and then there was a new outburst of energy – a new culture, style and fashion – all dictated by the new stars of the streets.

First clubs were founded which now are sort of “legendary” The Einstein A Go GO and The Bela Lugosi Club in both of which Pete Europa was also a DJ.

1982 He founded with Floyd Superstar (R.I.P) a trash and glam band called The Pinups, which also became sort of “phenomenon” – not because of the music but because of posing and manipulating the press. That time Pete also started the University Of Industrial Arts as film directing student.

He started the first rock videos in Finland and also tried to foster new genres in Finnish film, but was a bit too far out for his time so there was not much of respond in film circles. He continued anyway the film career with varying success doing all kinds of film and video works as a scriptwriter or director. He also directed very famous Finnish comedy series starring one of Finland top actors Jukka Puotila. Besides this he did commercials, industrial movies, short films, music videos and also some documentaries about the Native people of America.

Last years he has been scriptwriting some major series for TV. First a larger social series about the deep structure of Finnish society and then a major TV1 series – a new version of the Finnish National epic Kalevala. He has also been co-writing with London based writer Paul Duncan.

His lifestyle has been including spiritual yoga for over 20 years and that has made him deeply interested in depth psychology and archetypes, levels of humanity that he has been now adding to his last film works. 

Nowadays his interest is in music and also international level of movies – weather fiction or documentary is not that relevant, but style, depth and new insights. Some kind of new film, weather in content or in vision. Pete Europa is also writing a lot and his first book will be released next year. 

“Street life, club people, art and spirit…. those have been the teachers of my life – now I hope to get to more international circles… but damn… Jim Jarmusch is going to direct a documentary about Iggy Pop, so what is there to be achieved now : )…. “

